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T on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American wa 
gel the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BE 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent chang 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capit: hat pr i 
. © security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. 

country is being influenced into the wrong, we would 
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loser management-worker cooperation, 
WE STAND for our country, 


> y and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
LIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
je as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
ch . greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
\ right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 
through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





“What Can I Do?” 


The fice question seems massive, 
unapproachable for the average 
individual. Yet a Yale student, re- 
alizing that the solution required 
better trained Negro leaders, decid- 
ed to do something about it. While 
still an undergraduate, Eugene Van 
Voorhis, son of Court of Appeals 
Justice John Van Voorhis of Iron- 
dequoit, N. Y., observed the in- 
ability of many young Negroes to 
qualify for college admission be- 
cause of poor preparation. 

He began in 1952 by tutoring 
two Negro boys in Latin, and the 
next year he rented a room near 
the Yale campus and enlisted sev- 
eral classmates to help in voluntary 
tutoring. Eventually he interested a 





number of Yale and New Haven 


at's 
sit. 
be- 


men in setting up a scholarship 
fund, called the Ulysses S. Grant 
Four'dation which provides free text- 
books and tutoring in Latin, English 
fand Math. The first “graduate” 
of the Grant Foundation entered 
the famous prep school, Hotchkiss 
near Lakeville, Conn., and the sec- 
ond “graduate” was admitted to 
Mt. Hermon School in Massachu- 
setts. It is expected that the Foun- 
dation will soon have several other 
Negro boys ready for top prep 
schools where they will be excep- 
tionally well prepared for admis- 
sion to the toughest colleges. 
Recently, the Negro citizens of 
| New Haven held a testimonial meet- 
' ing for Van Voorhis as a tribute 
,to his work with educationally 
underprivileged boys of their race. 








IN CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA., 
a citizens’ committee, composed of 
| both white and Negro represent- 


i atives of various community organ- 


y 
agt 


izations, recently explored ways to 
improve recreational facilities in 
the local parks. The focus was on 
the welfare of all children, the 
attitudes of all members of the 
committee respectful of one an- 
other and sincerely concerned. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE THREAT OF WAR IN THE NEAR EAST can only be under- 

stood by examining the moral and spiritual factors involved, which 
are usually ignored in press reports. First of all, the fundamental dis- 
turbances in the Near East arise from generations of exploitation of the 
whole area by outside powers, and now, for the first time, the native 
peoples have found a voice and a champion. The voice is the Egyptian 
dictator Gamal Abdel Nasser, and the champion is Russia which finds the 


situation very propitious for the interests of the Communist world 
revolution. 


Political writers speak of Near East troubles as developing out of 
the vacuum created by the disintegration of British imperialism, but much 
more is involved. Those deserts and water ways were long utilized under 
armed domination, as shipping lanes for the Empire, their resources 
drained off to London. This was not necessarily an evil thing; many of 
the Britons involved were wise and just in their dealings, but the profits 
went to London, while the poverty, illiteracy and despair remained. 


THEN CAME OIL: As capitalist industry switched from coal to 
oil, and the Western military machine became dependent on oil, the 
Near East rose sharply in strategic value. As Britain weakened, U. S. oil 
interests crowded in, but for the people of the Near East there was little 
change — the resources and wealth of their land were being drained 
for the benefit of others who had ships and planes to enforce their will. 
The American press frequently refers to the virulent anti-British and anti- 
American sentiments in the Near East, but rarely explains the causes. To- 
day Britain boldly confesses that the economy of Britain and the British 
standard of living depend in desperate measure upon oil from the Arabian 
deserts. The British have our prayers and sympathy, but the storm over 
the desert that now threatens war exists because several million ragged 
people have awakened to the realization that there should be some re- 
lationship between outflowing wealth from their lands and their own 
standard of living. The British and American oil corporations have so far 
been able to circumvent this problem of the ragged desert peoples, by 
dividing their fabulous oil profits with the corrupt and primitive oligarchies 
that have for centuries ruled over the ragged ones with but slight indica- 
tions of moral responsibility. Except in Iraq, where a young ruler has en- 
deavored to use the oil wealth to benefit his people, much of the oil 
wealth has gone into the absurd extravagances of notorious ruling families. 
An example is the pet of the American oil corporations, King Saud of 
Saudi Arabia whose court is so primitive and corrupt that, as we report 
elsewhere in this issue, he is charged by responsible voices in the UN 
with practicing human slavery, and has not hesitated to order the public 
torture and killing of young African slave girls who became intractable. 

The oil corporations excuse themselves from all responsibility for 
these conditions, but this attitude is not acceptable in our day. For peace 
is not secure in the world when we do not apply the standards of law 
and responsibility, essential for community life, to the larger commun- 
ity of the world. 


THE ALTERNATIVE TO THIS GROWING DEBACLE pre- 
sented itself a decade ago when the United Nations, in its early days of 


hope, sought to have international controls established over all monopo- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Responsible Leadership 
UNION FUNDS: George Meany, 
president of the AFL and CIO 
United Labor Unions, has openly 
condemned the tendency of labor 
unions to amass large sums of 
money and to seek power, which 
corrupt and undermine the work- 
ers’ interests. “The job of the trade 
union movement is to improve the 
Standards of living of the people 
and to use their money for that 
purpose, and not to create invest- 
ment trusts,” said Mr. Meany in 
addressing a group of labor leaders. 
The widely publicized statements 
of America’s most influential labor 
figures were understood to be 
aimed at certain union leader- 
ship which has been battling cor- 
ruption and racketeering on the in- 
side, while flashing millionaire ex- 
travagances on the outside. Meany’s 
ideal is exemplified by such 
ions as the International Ladies 
Garment Workers and_ others, 
which invest their funds in hospi- 
talization and health services for 
the workers’ families, low cost va- 
cation facilities, low cost housing 
projects, pension plans, etc. 
UNION-MANAGEMENT CO- 
OPERATE. The 1,300,000 mem- 
bers of the Teamsters Union (truck 
drivers and warehouse employees) 
are being urged by their leaders to 
eliminate waste and loss in the 
handling of goods and food prod- 
uce. The appea! is part of a cooper- 
ative effort by the unions and the 
larger employer groups to reduce 
that portion of the consumers’ dol- 
lar that now goes into distribution. 
“No one gets what’s lost through 
wastage and carelessness” is the 
motto of the campaign. The union 
leaders are conceding that, in the 
past, labor organizations often pur- 
sued “suicidal policies” in fighting 
progress to protect jobs. “We must 
now work together to see that each 
gets his fair share; there is no se- 
curity for one group without re- 
sponsibility being felt for all.” 


un- 





Slavery In Arabia 

A series of reports that slaves 
are being taken in French Africa 
and ‘sold in Saudi Arabia will be 
investigated this spring by the 
United Nations. Slavery is legal in 
Saudi Arabia, where there are near- 
ly a half million slaves, some 
owned by the royal family there. 
The kidnapping of young Negro 
girls under 15 in French Africa is 
attested by authoritative organiza- 
tions in London which are preparing 
a report to be submitted to the UN 
Economic and Social Council. It 
is said that the young girls bring 
from $500 to $1,100 each and are 
then traded “by Saudi Arabian 
slave dealers seeking concubines 
for the harems of wealthy custom- 
ers.” (Apparently better stocked 
harems can be afforded now be- 
cause of U. S. oil activities.) Neith- 
er Saudi Arabia nor Yemen have 
“answered repeated UN and oth- 
er inquiries concerning _ slaves, 
though both are member nations.” 

The London Times reports that 
Arab agents pose as conductors of 
pilgrimages to Mecca and recruit 
would-be pilgrims in certain French 
African territories, but instead they 
take them into slavery. In the mar- 
ket at Riyadh slaves are said to 
follow their dealers yoked like cat- 
tle, six or seven at a time; they 
are kept in back rooms in the deal- 
ers’ homes, and brought out for 
demonstration when a _ customer 
calls. Recently, there was consid- 
erable notoriety in the press over 
an attempted escape of twelve kid- 
napped Baluchi slaves, some of 
whom were the personal property 
of King Saud, a favorite of Ameri- 
can oil interests. When the slaves 
were caught, they were executed, 
three of them beheaded in the pub- 
lic square in front of the Palace 
as a “lesson” to would-be escapees. 


Saudi authorities don’t hesitate, 
it is charged, in accepting false 
documents for re-classifying the 
slaves, and many prominent Saudis, 
besides the royal family, benefit 
from the slave trade. In addition to 
the slaves taken in French Africa, 
many are obtained from Persia, 
Iraq, Baluchistan, Aden, Northern 
Nigeria and the Gold Coast. 

A leading peace publication in 
London states that it possesses the 
names of the chief merchants op- 
erating the slave route, the dealers 
in the markets and the brokers, in 
addition to many of the tribes in- 
volved. This information has been 
scheduled to come before the UN 
this spring. But a show-down now 
in the UN would be awkward for 
the U. S. with the lease on our 
bomber bases in Saudi Arabia ex- 
piring in June. If we challenge this 
slave traffic, Saudi Arabia could 
refuse to renew the lease, which 
is not held through NATO. 


(continued) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


listic holdings of the earth’s raw materials as a part of the UN frame- 
work of authority. The ideal expressed in this move was that the earth’s 
treasures might be developed and administered for the just benefit for all 
mankind and not for the favored few. If this ideal had been implemented, 
political pressures could have been exerted by the UN upon the primitive 
corrupt Near East oligarchies for reform and peaceful revolution, as in- 
ternational authority governed the exploitation of the area’s rich resources. 

But the great oil corporations, with abundant help from the tin, 
copper, rubber and shipping monopolies that are interlaced with Ameri- 
can, British, Dutch and French foreign interests, succeeded in stifling 
such moves at their inception and in suppressing any further suggestions 
of this ideal. (A late example of this was the UN protest over the unfair, 
uniformly-fixed shipping charges which the Near East American oil cor- 
porations collected for oil sold to European capitalists, charges that were 
the same as for the long haul to New York or New Orleans. These ex- 
orbitant charges provided profits of 200 and 300 per cent. In a few hours 
the protest move was crushed in the UN and all reports of it disappeared 
from the press.) 

THE PRESSURE in the Near East — and all across North Africa, 
for that matter — arises therefore because the ragged ones have been 
awakened by the leaven of justice and truth about human values, and 
they will not be quieted. The primitive chieftains of the rich “oiligarchies,” 
frightened by the disturbances around them, see in the threat of Israel’s 
new growth a chance to divert the passions of their people to a revival 
of old hatreds. The pressure of oil diplomacy in Washington has caused 
the U. S. to feed this hatred by supplying arms to the Near East mon- 
archs. And the Egyptian dictator Nasser, the only native leader in the 
Africa-Arabian world shrewd enough to understand Western ways, has 
seized upon the situation for his own advancement. The presence of Is- 
rael’s impassioned growth and the ancient inter-Semite hatred of Arab 
Moslem for the Jew gives Col. Nasser a point of focus, a cause, a battle 
cry, to unite Islam for the first time in many generations. 


HE ZEALOTS OF ISRAEL are furnishing the sparks for all this 

powder in the most reckless manner. The historic Jewish hunger for a 
homeland can arouse our deepest sympathies, but there is little that can 
be said to remove guilt and responsibility for Israel’s determined bull- 
dozing of nearly a million Arabs out of areas that had been their home- 
land for over a thousand years, a situation that has added much to pres- 
ent tensions. Israel’s subsequent efforts to make adjustments for this act 
have done little to lift this responsibility, for Israel’s offer of assistance in 
resettlement of the homeless Arabs has been rejected by the callous Arab 
chieftains who now find it to their advantage to keep their 800,000 suf- 
fering kinsmen in their present plight for propaganda value in fanning 
Arab sentiments. Moreover, the Israeli zealots who launched a consider- 
able attack against the Egyptians in the Gaza strip in February, 1955, 
for which the UN soundly condemned them, have furnished the Arabs, 
and Nasser in particular, the stimuli needed at the most appropriate times. 
And the continued eagerness of the Zionist zealots to retaliate two for 
one, whenever an Arab invades Israel’s border, continues to provide the 
Arab leaders with an instrument of hate they can play upon at will like 
an organ. 

AMERICAN PLANES, BOMBS, TANKS AND TROOPS thrown 
into this area will only add to the rashness and tensions, unless such 
forces are thoroughly integrated with units from other UN member na- 
tions, and all completely under the auspices and command of the United 
Nations. The Eisenhower Administration has been eminently wise in 
urging UN Secretary Dag Hammarskjold first to intervene personally 
and with no show of unilateral force. If such an approach had been used 
long ago without the patchwork of unilateral military agreements and 
arms shipments, which Washington has favored for several years in its 
Near East dealings, the hope of peace would be much greater today. 
The position of the Administration of course is made exceedingly difficult 
by (1) the political pressures exerted by the Zionist groups in this coun- 
try and (2) the underground pressure upon the State Department and Ad- 
ministration by the giant oil corporations which made large contributions 
to the Eisenhower campaign funds and will do it again, but with the ex- 
pectation of good returns on their investments. Blaming this involved situ- 
ation on the Communists is an over-simplification of the type regularly fea- 
tured by those political voices who rely on any substitute for thinking. 
Such a view can only blind us to the real forces involved. Most of 
these events would be taking place if Karl Marx had never lived. 

With all authority denied it, with no power at its command ex- 


cept moral force, the United Nations once more stands against a red 
(continucd on NEXT page) 






Guided Missile Progrey 

Foreign journals publish mug 
U. S. military information which j 
withheld from the American pub 
lic. Such sources put U. S. miss 
development about a year furthe 
along than is generally known her 
The “crash” program to produ 
middle-range guided missiles of 50) 
to 1,500 miles is apparently a bling 
for it is firmly held abroad thy 
both Russia and the U. S. have gg. 
eral types in this range nearing pe. 
fection. In case of war these weap, 
ons would immediately be rapidly} 
perfected and into action. Torp 
does with atomic warheads hay 
been developed which will dra} 
tically curb all naval warfare 
though the Navy does not like t) 
face such ideas. But how long will; 
fleet last when undersea or air tor. 
pedoes can be released secretly) 
hundreds of miles away, to pursy 
their targets until overtaken. High. 
speed guided missiles can do the) 
job even better and from eve} 
greater distances. 

The U. S., Russia and Britaip 
each are now believed to hare 
enough atomic bombs to destroy} 
every city and large town in th 
world — with the U. S. alone aby 
to complete this mad mission sev 
eral times over! The U. S&S. i 
credited with having about 30,00) 
atomic bombs of various dimen. 
sions, and is believed to be product 
ing them at the rate of 5,000 « 
more a year. Our production is be? 
ing slowed down, the emphasis no 
on improved weapons technique 
rather than on quantity. The Eisen: 
hower offer to ship large amounts ¢ 
uranium to foreign countries. re 
sults from our achievements of) 
atomic stockpile quotas. The ®rit 
ish stockpile is believed to be bls! 
to 2,500 atomic bombs; the Sovie 
supply, between 5,000 and 10,000 

Some of these missiles are small 
although such a_ charge — pluto 
nium or U235 — will not detonat 
unless it contains at least five kilo 
grams of the fissionable materiak 
Each ton of uranium produces a 
proximately seven kilograms ¢ 
U235. During the refining oper 
tion of the reactors, this material i 
partly consumed and some of i 














converted into plutonium. For eatf 
kilogram of U235 in the initid 
charge, a little more than 0.1 kf 
of plutonium is produced. Hene 


for each 100 tons of uranium fp . 


consumed 75 kilograms of plu 
nium is created, sufficient for lf 
atomic bombs. Great quantities ( 
electrical energy are consume} 
the Oak Ridge atom plant coy 
sumption amounts to 10,000,00 
kw — approximately half of the 
tal rate of electrical production 
all England. (Most such inform) 
tion is officially classified here, > 
the Manchester Guardian ran the 
details on March 1.) 
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Pentagon Propaganda 

Military propaganda in the high 
schools is being directed at both 
teachers and students by skillful 
Pentagon publicity, the object to 
recognize preparation for military 
service as a regular part of high 
school class work. A_ textbook, 
Your Life Plans and the Armed 
Forces, has been distributed to the 
high schools, along with a teachers’ 
Handbook which recommends that 
this textbook be used in a “six-week 
unit in 11th grade English or social 
studies.” The Handbook justifies 
such a unit on the grounds that 
“Sometime, somewhere, a_ period 
of military service must enter the 
picture” for high school youth. 

Nowhere does it acknowledge 
that even at present, with a draft 
law in force, many youths are not 
being drafted and probably will not 
be called, nor does it mention the 
conviction of many of the greatest 
military strategists today that mass 
military training is inconsistent with 
defense needs in scientific nuclear 
warfare. The whole text of the 
Pentagon pamphlets aims at condi- 
tioning the mind of youth to an ac- 
ceptance of conscription as perma- 
nent. The Pentagon material does 
not consider past experience which 
indicates that as many as 40 per 
cent of the nation’s boys may be 
deferred for physical, mental or 
emotional reasons; it offers no plan 
for correcting this condition. 

Girls are also included in the 
program, though the conscription 
law does not apply to them. They 
are included because “they may 
well be called upon in the near fu- 
ture to help some young man reach 
a decision regarding military serv- 
ice.” The textbook purports to aid 
young people to make the proper 
choices and have the “opportunity 
to plan for the ten important years 
that lie immediately ahead.” 

Yet young people are given little 
perspective of the world’s need or 
the nation’s need, except in terms 


| of militarism — no explanation of 
» the foment in Asia and Africa and 


Latin America; of the degree of 
economic and military imperialism 
in which we and our allies are still 
engaged; of our alliances with to- 
talitarian tyrannies (such as Yugo- 
slavia and Spain). There is no con- 
sideration of the tremendous prob- 
lem of a world faced by the threat of 
a war fought with weapons it dares 
not use. There is no hint of the su- 


| perlatively important challenge to 
') find a way of solving these con- 


flicts and winning peace by meth- 


} ods other than war. There is no 


reference to disarmament. Military 
conscription is presented as a per- 
manent or near-permanent feature 


") of our society and military service 
b as the cure-all 


for communism, 


and at a time when all the world 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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(continued) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


horizon to protect the peace of mankind. Weakened by the Russian veto 
and by U. S. military intrigue, harrassed by the poisoned arrows of the 
18th century provincials who somehow continue to be vocal among us, 
the UN still gives man a cheering vision of the forces that will some 
day be at our command, enabling us to ground the war planes and for- 
ever silence the guns. 


HE TROUBLE WITH OIL is that great oil corporations, especially 

those with foreign holdings, can still live outside the laws that have 
been found necessary for a complex modern society. Individual oil bil- 
lionaires, who are no doubt conscientious men, live remote and aloof, 
surrounded by their “yes men” and managerial staffs who are hired “to 
get things done,” fired if they fail. Thus neither the stock-holders nor 
the tycoons ever go near the deals with desert chieftains or Latin-Ameri- 
can military dictators whom they are literally supporting in Venezuela 
and elsewhere. Nor did they personally get involved with Congress when 
their oil and gas minions recently tried to ram through protective legis- 
lation for natural gas. 

THE OIL GIANTS have inexhaustible funds to buy influence at 
home and abroad because the tax laws favor them beyond all others. The 
27% per cent depletion allowance — which no longer has any reason for 
existence — brings income tax rates for oil down to around 22 to 26 per 
cent while other businesses must start figuring profits taxes at 52 per cent. 
Tax men say this depletion allowance amounts to $750 million a year 
which otherwise would go into the U. S. Treasury. No wonder the oil 
men can influence people and nations. And no wonder the congressional 
investigation of the gas fiasco was made up of tiptoeing and wrist slapping. 
Too many congressmen are up for election soon. Congress also shies from 
the task of correcting the depletion tax law. The Texas oil moguls, 
Murchison, Cullen, Richardson and their numerous satellites, give the 
GOP fabulous support. Even the more respectable oil fortunes chip in 
with sums upon which the party machine has grown to depend: for in- 
stance, the Rockefellers gave $85,000 to the GOP campaign in the last 
election (all split up in the family to evade the law on campaign giving); 
the Pittsburgh Mellon oil family turned in a total of $40,000; the Pew 
family (Sun Oil), $27,000, having given as high as $100,000 in the past. 
(Washington Post, Feb. 10, *56). 

The labor unions give sizeable sums too, although not often in 
these proportions. Sentiment is growing that candidates should be limited 
to small donations from the public; such a move may be needed to rescue 
honest men in politics from a system they neither like nor dare oppose. 


HE FARM PROBLEM WILL NEVER BE SOLVED by the legisla- 
tive measures now before the public. High parity price supports will 


indeed bring floods of surpluses. But those who support high parity are 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Pentagon Propaganda 
(continued) 

agrees that militarism is the one 

method we dare not use. ; 

Service with the armed forces is 
assumed to be as normal as plan- 
ning for a thoroughly constructive 
and maturing experience. No refer- 
ence is made to the sudden, and 
violent change of environment, the 
authoritarian nature of military 
organization, the deliberate treat- 
ment of the recruit as a mechanical 
cog in the military machine, the 
breakdown of many of the moral 
values central to his early training, 
and the often coarse, depraved as- 
sociations. 

Educators who prepare youth 
realistically to cope with these ad- 
justments fullfil a useful function, 
but there is no serious evidence of 
this intent in the Textbook. In- 
stead, the realities of actual experi- 
ence are glossed over with recruit- 
ing-type glamor, with illustrations 
of handsome, uniformed young 
men and pretty girls sightseeing, 
studying, worshipping, or in work- 
ing clothes learning a trade. This 
kind of approach is to be expected 
from the military propagandist’s 
desk, but it is straining a point to 
regard it as good education. 

It presents all vocational plan- 
ning, for girls as well as boys, in 
the context of military service only. 
The book would seem to be en- 
couraging young people to consider 
the military in ideal terms as the 
vocation. No other career is dis- 
cussed except in terms of its diffi- 
culty — such as farming. 

Inaccuracies and oversimplifica- 
tions abound. In Part I, entitled 
“Your Country,” under the sub- 
head “The struggle we face,” a 
reference to the organization of the 
United Nations in °45, states, “It 
was not long before we realized that 
Russia had aggressive designs to 
spread communism into defenseless 
Eastern Europe.” The truth is that 
before the UN was organized and 
before 1945, military decisions, in- 
sisted upon by the U. S. military 
over the objections of Churchill, 
gave Eastern Europe to Russia. 
The Yalta decisions legalized it. 

The textbook continues, “Soon 
communism overwhelmed China, 
Manchuria, North Korea and 
threatened the Philippines, France 
and Italv.” Actually, it was a U.S. 
military decision that Russia should 
receive the surrender of all Japan- 
ese forces north of the 38th paral- 
lel that resulted in the division of 
Korea and the occupation by Rus- 
sia of North Korea. The implica- 
tion in this passage is that com- 
munism threatened France and Italy 
with armed forces, yet all informed 
persons know that the threat of 
communism in these areas arises 


entirely from local conditions. 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Pentagon Propaganda 
(continued) 

Here is how this textbook sug- 
gests that youth serve democracy 
and his country: “By contributing 
to its perpetuation and defense 
through public and military service 
as required.” Nowhere is “public 
service” defined except as an ad- 
junct to the military. For example: 
“for many of you, military service 
is just around the corner. Others 
will serve in other capacities 
through civil defense, nursing, buy- 
ing savings bonds and other serv- 
ices.” No mention is made of medi- 
cine, engineering, nuclear physics, 
electronics, to say nothing of the 
immense need to defeat commu- 
nism by technical and economic 
aid. What a limited concept of 
service to democracy and country! 

To encourage the consideration 
of a military career, the arguments 
presented are “monthly pay, com- 
missary privileges, housing allow- 
ances, traveling expenses when on 
official business, free hospitaliza- 
tion and medical care, educational 
opportunities and extensive recre- 
ational activities. Furthermore, aft- 
er 20 years of service all personnel 
are able to retire with retirement 
pay and many other benefits.” 

In the chapter on Women in the 
Armed Forces, the textbook dis- 
cusses women and the military in 
glamorous and unreal terms, ig- 
noring the difficulties, problems and 
temptations of military _ life. 
“Women who enlist in anv branch 
of the Armed Forces perform the 
same kind of patriotic service that 
men do. Women may make cCa- 
reers of the service and also may 
receive training for useful civilian 
occupations and careers while serv- 
ing.” Again, “Women, supervised 
by women officers, live under con- 
ditions that resemble college dorm- 
itory life.” Health services and a 
wide variety of recreational and 
social activities are held out as in- 
ducements to women. 

There is no mention of alterna- 
tive forms of service for those who 
for conscience’s sake cannot enter 
the military. The only mention of 
conscientious objection in the book 
is in the list of classifications a 
draft registrant may receive. 

Here is the way propaganda for 
conscription is presented: “The 
draft is often called ‘the most dem- 
ocratic method of selecting men 
for service.” Do you agree?” An- 
other statement, “Circumstances 
could change so that military serv- 
ice will not be required but at this 
time the possibility seems unlike- 
ly.” Thus permanent conscription is 
easily accepted without the slight- 
est question about its social impli- 
cations, military validity in the 
atomic age, and a host of other 


questions that are still being dis- 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


also right, for without high parity, the farmer is at the mercy of infla- 
tionary forces. 

THERE REALLY ARE NO SURPLUSES, however —a truth 
few will face. Millions of American families skimp on milk, butter, eggs, 
cheese, meats, because they can’t afford the retail prices. Only a slight 
increase would absorb most surpluses. And elsewhere hundreds of mil- 
lions are hungry. Burma, Thailand and a few other countries have surplus 
grains, but the giants, Japan, India, China and many others have much 
hunger. There is stagnation within the capitalistic system, instead of sur- 
pluses, a stagnation we can ill afford when the dictator Communist econ- 
omies are seeking to displace us on every economic front. 

THE SQUEEZE ON THE FARMER arises from the price in- 
creases which the food industry has put on retail foods while it pyramids 
record-breaking profits year after year, thus limiting the consumption 
of farm products; and, at the same time, the surpluses are used to beat 
down the prices paid to farmers. The major dairy corporations report 
another large profit gain: the giant Foremost Dairy combine boosted 
profits nearly 25 per cent in the one year of 1955; the Borden syndicate 
gained about 10 per cent. Most milling, canning and other food process- 
ing corporations registered notable advances. 


THE LABOR UNIONS SHARE MUCH RESPONSIBILITY for 
the farm squeeze. Truck drivers and dairy deliverymen are often in col- 
lusion with the industry in thwarting any advantage the housewife should 
get from buying in larger quantities to cut delivery and handling costs. 
No honest study of the spread of the food dollar has been made. 
Those that have been published have been challenged by both the labor 
unions and the industry, each denouncing the other’s figures. Congress 
shies away each time a demand is made for a realistic study of the food 
dollar. 

The only legislation that would help to adjust the situation fairly 
would be an excess profits tax on food manufacturers’ profits, the pro- 
ceeds to be returned to the farmer in a cost-price adjustment program. 
Of course, the food industry would block any such move, and the unor- 
ganized farmer is at the mercy of the organized food processors and of 
organized labor. 

THE WORLD SYSTEM OF TARIFF BARRIERS, in which the 
U. S. is the chief offender, makes it impossible for hungry nations to 
buy our food surpluses. Japan is now being squeezed on textiles, rubber 
products, chinaware; Italy on leather goods, plastics and glassware — 
and so it goes. If Japan, Italy and others could sell more, they could buy 
more raw materials from India, Burma, China, and they would all buy 
more from us. It is a round-about process, but so is blood in the human 
body; block the flow at one place and the whole body is ill. 

If the food industry and their union labor associates cannot share 
and cooperate with their third partner, the farmer, out of the present 
abundance, what will they — and all of us—do when abundance has 
again given away to fever and insecurity? This is not as much an eco- 
nomic problem as it is a spiritual one. 


USSIANS IN BRITAIN: According to the London press, the British 

were willing to go through with the plan to have Khrushchev and 
Bulganin visit London, because of the wave of reports from anti- 
Communist underground sources about the increased rebellion in Russia 
against further tyranny of any kind. These reports, which we have re- 
layed frequently in past months, come from authoritative sources — in- 
cluding former officers in the Soviet military and intelligence service now 
serving as advisers in Britain and the U. S. One former Soviet intelli- 
gence officer, Nikolai Khokhlov, who has been the darling of the anti- 
Communist forces here, reiterates his belief that the counter revolution 
is on, although the war-minded American press mostly ignores him now. 
But the British, desperate for normal trade expansion, want to get close 
to the men who may be holding the reins of the biggest political roll- 
back in the past thousand years of history. For the British are convinced 
that the Moscow leaders are going along with the rollback, not fighting it. 


PAIN NEXT? Some weeks ago we emphasized the importance of the 

student rebellion in Spain, pointing out that students usually start a 
new political revolt; then labor follows, and finally the army takes the 
lead when it refuses to obey its leaders who are a part of the ruling 
caste. The Franco regime has recently had to cope with student defiance 
of both the government and the church, and with strikes and labor riots, 
as have been reported in the press. Eventually this unrest will reach the 
army, and when you hear that the Spanish army is making trouble, 
you will know that the end of Franco is in sight. 


Pentagon Propaganda 
(continued) 
cussed in religious, farm, labor 


and political circles. 

This military textbook endorses 
a period in the Armed Forces ag q 
good educational experience, with 
a tone of voice that would infly. 
ence many immature minds to giye 
up going to college and go into 
military service for its educational 
advantages. And this is being done 
at a time when educators are 
warning that Russia is producing 
many more scientists and engineers 
than the U. S. (In Russia students 
are never drafted and are urged 
to continue studies as long as possi- 
ble. Scientists and engineers ip 
Russia are permanently exempt 
from all froms of military service, 

The program also includes par. 
ents. The students are urged to “make 
plans for an Armed Forces Ori 
entation Day,” with a committee 
that includes ‘a mother, father, 
teacher and pupils to work with 
the school administrator. A group 
conference may be arranged at 
which time a_ representative of 
each branch will describe his sery- 
ice. Arrangements should be made 
for individual conferences, includ 
ing parents.” The Teachers Hand- 
book adds, “Parents should be in- 
vited to attend this meeting.” 

The booklet also suggests a trip 
to an Armed Forces installation but 
if it is not feasible for the teacher 
or principal to lead it, “You and 
your parents could go.” 

Thus the public schools are 
being used to increase the militar: 
zation of the mind of America, 
Only prompt and vocal criticism 
by religious and civic groups and 
by parents and other citizens can 
prevent this step towards war. For 
as UNESCO pointed out, “War 
begin in the minds of men.” Your 
high school principal and_ school 
boards are being subjected to it 
creasing pressure for the establish 
ment of this program. Good cit 
zenship demands that you make 
your own convictions known and 
do what you can to counter the 
pressure for the militarization of 
the American mind. The job of the 
military is to provide adequate de 
fense for the nation with the mate 
rial and manpower designated to it 
by the civilian authorities. When the 
military assumes the right to use 
its authority and prestige to seduce 
civilian authority and the civilian 
mind to its own will, to its own 
self-determined designs, then the 
democratic process is being & 
versed and the road to tyranny 8 
being built. 

The textbook Your Life Plas 
and the Armed Forces may be ob 
tained from the American Counel 
on Education, 1785 Massachusetts 
Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. G 
at $2 per copy. 








